“[” Is not for Inalan

The Portrayal of Native Americans
In Children’s Literature




My name. /s Raven. When | was /n the: third grade,
our class read The Courage of Sarah Noble. /n
1S book they said Inalian people were savages ana.
myraerers, they cnop. your neaa ofi- and ear you
alive ana that we: were nor really people. When. the
c/ass put on the play for the wiiolée School, the Kias
Started taunting me, calling me: “stinky:” ana asking
me how. many. people. I've eaten. Noboady would play
With /me: or- even. sit next to. /me. /n: ¢/ass... I 1elt so
asnamed. Finally, I tola my mother I aian't want to
go bAack to school.

--Raven Hoaglen (Maidu/Koenkow/Wailaki/Mono)




The media and' historians have
sometimes marketed negative

Images of American Indians

These negative images have caused
false perceptions and misinfermation

which have led to harmiul
stereotypes often in children’s books
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Stereotypes cont.

cky goes on
the warpath

SITTING BULL-RED DEVIL of the BLACK HILLS
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EW/! IMPROVED! BEST OF ALL! / rresy, g

YOU BETTUM!

ME HER BIG CHIEF
—SINCE | BECAME
POST TOASTIES HEAP FRESH,
MUSCLE MAN | TOO, .. STAYUM
- THAT WAY |

SIGNAL HIM NO FORGET
HEAP PLENTY POST TOASTIES
—WITH SUGAR 'N CREAM ! ME CHIEF
: HEAP-A-ENERGY !
- : ME ALLTIME EATUM

|TOAST|ES\

\ Corn Flakes

Tonove;

BEST THING THATE HAPPENED TO CORN
SINCE THE INDIANS DISCOVERED IT!
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FOR CHIEFS ONLY
. 1207

YOUNG MAIDENS
N 902

LITTLE WARRIORS
6 OZ.

T‘NY PAP .SES »




Native Americans include ever 500 different
groups with diverse geographic locations,
languages and econemic conditions

Califernia has the largest Indian population of
any state

There are 110 federally recognized tribes in
Califernia and 40 tribes who are seeking
federal recognition

Los Angeles, San Francisco, San Jese and
Oakland have large urban Indian
communities




Do’s and Don’ts

Do present Native peoples as appropriate
role models with whoem a Native child can
Identity

Do look for books and materials written and
lllustrated by Native people

Don’t encourage children to do Indian
dances

Don’t use ABC books that have “I Is for
Indian” or “E Is for Eskimo™




Do’s and Dont’s

Do talk about the lives ofi Native peoples in
the present

Don’t use picture books by nen-Native
authors that show animals dressed as
Indians

Do invite Native community members to the
library or storytime

Do avoid crafits and activities that trivialize
Native dress, dance or ceremony




Where to go

p Oyate W GV AtE 010

» Heyday Books: Wi, HEeVEaynoeks.com

» Multicultural Review: WAL MCreview., com

» 10 guick ways te analyze children’s books for
racism and sexism:

WL BIchlane.davisica.us/lnE@n//40guick i




Books to help you chooese

Broken. fiute, Beverly Slapin and Doris Seale,
eds., 2005

[hrough Indian eyes, Beverly Slapin and
Doris Seale, eds., 1998

American Inalan themes /i young aault
/iterature, Paulette Fairbanks Molin, 2006.




What can you do

Educate yourself about today’s Native
Americans

Encourage and support Native authors,
storytellers and illustrators

Purchase guality children’s and YA books
from places like Oyate




By faling to challenge
existing biases we: allow
criaren to adopr attituaes

basead on /nacclraclies
Derman-Sparks (1989)
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