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Sofia Bellos has been a librarian with the Oxnard Public 
Library since 1989 and is currently the Public Services 
Supervisor who oversees the local history room, grants, 
public programming, and the purchasing of books and 
materials.  She also supervises 14 librarians and the literacy 
coordinator.  Sofia has been instrumental in encouraging 
library staff to compete for grants, come up with unique 
solutions to challenges, and develop innovative programs. 
 
Above and beyond her job as Public Services Supervisor, 
Sofia assisted with fundraising efforts, outreach, and 
promotion of the literacy program.  She has planned and 

implemented workshops just for literacy program students and tutors.  She assisted in the 
development of partnerships for literacy in the community.  She consistently advocates for 
literacy in the library, the city and the community.  Literacy always has a seat at the table and 
insures that the city, the community, and other library departments see literacy as an integral part 
of the library's services. 
 
Sofia is one of the most positive, enthusiastic champions of literacy.  She possesses a 
combination of quiet determination and compassion that serves her well as an advocate for the 
library's literacy program.  Helping the literacy program is always a top priority for her. 
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Outstanding Librarian in Support of Literacy 
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Leslie Rodd has had 28 years of professional library experience including program 
administration, branch library management, adult services, reference, outreach, services to the 
blind and physically handicapped, interlibrary loan, and grant writing. 
 
Leslie has led the literacy program out of the basement—literally and figuratively—to a place of 
its own.  She has integrated the literacy program into the Library’s Plan of Service.  She has 
included the literacy staff in the Library Management Team so that they have a “seat at the table” 
and the opportunity to advocate for the program.  She has represented literacy’s funding needs 
during budget negotiations.  She has made sure that the Library’s Master Plan includes a space 
and resources for literacy services.  She has worked towards providing additional staff, 
equipment, and a budget which works, as well as on-going coaching and support as they grow 
into their own.  Literacy Services is now recognized as one of the Library’s programs along with 
Teen Services and Children’s Services.  She has spoken up for literacy locally and nationally. 
 
Leslie is a caring, understanding, compassionate and visionary leader who listens.  Leslie is the 
champion for literacy at the Oakland Public Library. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Chuck Ashton 
Outstanding Librarian in Support of Literacy 
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Chuck Aston has been a Children’s Librarian for 28 years.  He has demonstrated his passion for 
literacy in a lot of ways.   
 
He provides specialized training for volunteer tutors and has developed a training manual for the 
Families for Literacy program.  He regularly joins literacy staff and volunteers in various 
outreach recruitment efforts and has been instrumental in the success of the Trivia Bee fund 
raiser which originated in Redwood City and has since been replicated in libraries around the 
world.  Chuck’s been featured in two videos promoting literacy: the Families for Literacy video 
developed by the California State Library and “To Read,” and hour-long special aired nationwide 
on the Learning Channel. 
 
Chuck received his MLS in 1975, and in 1987 became Children’s Services Manager at the 
Redwood City Public Library where he feels his career in library really took wing.  He 
incorporates the importance of literacy in libraries into his curriculum while teaching at San Jose 
State University, inspiring new generations of librarians to recognize literacy as an important 
component of their work. 
 
 
 


