
Social Bookmarking:

Tool to Support Information 
Literacy Skills



“In the nonstop tsunami 
of global information, 
librarians provide us 
with floaties and teach 
us how to swim.”

Linton Weeks, Washington Post, Jan. 13, 2001,
Quoted in UT System Libraries flyer



Social Bookmarking as Floaties

• Supports students’ learning of info lit skills
• Gives librarians & instructors an easy way 

to point students to good resources
• By giving students one simple URL, you 

can share with them annotated online list of 
bookmarks



What is Social Bookmarking?

• Using a social bookmarking website, you can store and 
organize bookmarks on the web, instead of inside your 
browser. 

• Because bookmarks are web-based and available from any 
computer, you can easily share bookmarks with others

• Bookmarks are organized using informal tags
• A tag is a one-word descriptor to help you organize and remember 

your bookmarks



Social Bookmarking sites

www.furl.net

http://delicious.comhttp://delicious.com

http://www.digg.com/

http://ma.gnolia.com/



Getting started with Delicious 

• Create a free account:  http://delicious.com
• Install Delicious Buttons 

From http://delicious.com/help/bookmarklets



How do you create a bookmark?
Just click the 'Tag' button on your browser’s 
toolbar,  add any tags or notes you want, and then 
hit the save button.1
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How do you share bookmarks?

• http://delicious.com/YourAccountName/TagName

http://delicious.com/grossmontmedia/statistics

Example:



The Power of Social Bookmarking 
lies in the tags you choose

Select websites and articles you want to share
Give each a common tag in Delicious

Commonly a subject term.  But informal tags 
allow you to think outside the box: instructor 
names, course #, departments, assignments...

Add notes to remind students about the value 
of the resource
Give students one simple Delicious URL 
Put this URL on syllabus, handout, webpage, 
or labels.  
One URL can lead to a multitude of 

resources                     



Benefits of Using Social 
Bookmarking in Instruction

Create custom lists of resources; easily edit bookmarks or 
change how they are organized
No need to create web pages or involve  your IT Dept.
No need to type up and print out  handouts

Support student learning – help them use web and/or database 
resources

Students only have to keep track of one simple, permanent 
URL.  Bookmarks can be accessed from any computer and 
at any point in the future.



What can you bookmark?
• Web Resources

• Government resources, Lii.org, subject-specific sites

• Articles (must use persistent links)
• Articles on Internet
• Articles in subscription databases

• Library web pages
• Research help,  Subject databases, other specific library 

pages



Example: Bio141



Bookmark articles
Copy persistent link

Go to your Delicious account & click on 
“save a new bookmark”

Delicious



Want to make faculty happy?  Teach 
them social bookmarking!

• Instructors can create Reading Lists using 
Delicious
• Give students one simple URL      
• Example:  http://delicious.com/t.orourke/articles

• One instructor said, “And now I can just add 
articles here as I find them, rather than have to 
add them to each of the separate Blackboard 
sites for each of my courses. This a MAJOR 
improvement for me.”



Example: Reading List created 
by an instructor

http://delicious.com/t.orourke/bundle:Articles



Info Lit Bookmarks for you
http://delicious.com/grossmontmedia/cla



The Final Tally

4  Information Literacy Assignments
+ 1  Social Bookmarking Tool = 

Happy Librarians, 
Happy Instructors, and 
Information Literate Students


