PLEASE USE YOUR OWN LETTERHEAD
[INSERT DATE]

Dear Governor Brown,

I am writing to ask you to spare state support for public libraries and literacy programs from the upcoming “trigger” for additional cuts to the state budget.

If state support for these programs is cut, it will mean a greater disparity in society, as the loss of funding for the California Library Services Act, which compensates public libraries for lending materials to the patrons of other library jurisdictions, will mean less resource sharing. This in turn will mean that only those who are economically better off, or who live in communities that have strong budgets, will be able to afford access to information, to literature, to literacy instruction, and to services that are helping to put people back to work.

In other words, further cuts to state support for public libraries are a false economy, through which greater harm will befall our already struggling population. Additionally, California will lose federal dollars, making the losses to our local libraries even more devastating. [INSERT IMPACTS ON LOCAL LIBRARIES HERE]

I am counting on you to do the right thing when it comes to our public libraries and literacy programs.

Sincerely,

YOUR NAME HERE

cc:
The Honorable Darrell Steinberg

The Honorable Bob Dutton

The Honorable John A. Perez

The Honorable Connie Conway

The Honorable Jared Huffman

The Honorable Mark Leno

[INSERT YOUR OWN REPS NAMES HERE]

